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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a sampling device and a method for obtaining 
samples of internal body substances in the digestive system of humans or animals. The sampling 
device has the shape of a swallowable capsule (2), which allows a sample of the body substance 
(26) to enter the capsule through an inlet opening (18). The inlet opening (18) is opening in a 
predetermined position of the digestive tract following contact with the body substance to be col- 
lected. The capsule (2) comprises an inner chamber disposed to preserve a substantial negative 
pressure when the inlet opening (18) is sealed. When the inlet opening (18) has been opened, a 
blocking member (12) admits flow of body substance into an inner chamber as long as there is a 
pressure difference between the inner chamber (5) and the external environment of the capsule (2). 



wo 02/102243 Al lillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli^ 



Declaration under Rule 4.17: 

— of imerUorship (Rule 4J7(iv)) for US only 

Published: 

— with international search report 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



